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Mr. Okada, Assistant Manager of the Engineering Division, Administration Department of JGC Corp, in Yokohama, Japan. For the past four years, he has been assigned to the Information-technology Promotion Agency (IPA), Japan, which is a government agency working under METI, the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry.
As an IT specialist of IPA, he had led some important projects, the “Matching Fund Type” Software Development and Promotion Project, the IT SME Venture Support Project, and the Software Development to Promote the Utilization of IT Project, and also performed evaluation and recommendation on submitted proposals of Credit Guarantee Facilities to assist Japanese IT industry in accordance with METI’s policy. In addition, as a member of the Public Relations Group of IPA, he has been closely monitoring IT trends and government policy.
Prior to this assignment, he had been actively involved in the Process Industry related ISO Standardization activities. The first ISO related project was the Plant CALS, a major Japanese process and power industries collaborative venture set up to develop and disseminate ISO10303 AP231, AP221, AP227 and other related standards co-operating internationally under PIEBASE from 1996 to 1997.
During that time, he attended the SPIN-Off/2 project meeting in Bussum, the Netherlands, as the first Head of Japanese Delegation. Since then, he has been playing major roles in strategic planning, administrating, and promoting ISO related Japanese projects whilst he devoted his time and energy to In-house Engineering Database Project (ISO15926 Snapshot C/D with business objects approach). Also, he has been actively corresponding with European and American counterparts to update information on individual projects.
Other projects in which he had been involved are Chemical Industry CALS covering CAPE-EPC-O&M engineering data handovers from 1998 to 1999 (ISO10303 AP221 and its reference to ISO13584 based catalogue implementation), JE-PEC O&M project and ISIS project (ISO15926 implementation and its extension to cover O&M related data management), and IMS Global CAPE Open project, which led to organizing CO-LaN (the CAPE-OPEN Laboratories Network).

